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BY  THE  SENATE, 

February  9th,  1860. 
Eead  and  500  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS 


ADOPTED   BY 


THE    CITIZENS    OF    BALTIMORE 


AT   A  MEETING    HELD    IN   THE    HALL    OF    THE 
MAEYLAND  INSTITUTE,  FEB'Y  6th,  1860. 


PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  held  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th  of  February,  I860,  at  the  Hall  of  the 
Maryland  Institute,  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Jonathan  Brock,  John  Ely,  Laurence  Johnson, 
Conrad  8.  Grove,  and  Robert  F.  Taylor,  non-residents  of  this 
city,  and  wholly  unknown  in  this  community,  have  applied 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  for  a  Charter,  entitled, 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Baltimore  City  Passenger  Rail- 
way Company,"  the  object  of  which  is  to  confirm  and  make 
valid  an  ordinance  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more, approved  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1859,  all  the  rights, 
powers  and  authorities  conferred,  or  intended  to  be  conferred, 
by  which  ordinance,  were  immediately  assigned  by  the  par- 
ties named  therein,  to  the  said  Jonathan  Brock  and  his  asso- 
ciates; and  further,  to  create  a  corporation  with  a  capital  stock 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  forty  thousand  shares 
of  fifty  dollars  each,  with  power  to  borrow  on  coupon  certifi- 
cates of  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  each,  one  million 
of  dollars  more,  thus  providing  a  capital,  substantially,  of 
three  millions  of  dollars,  to  accomplish  a  work  which,  need 
not  cost  more  than  one-fifth  of  that  amount,  clearly  indicating 
a  sinister  and  improper  purpose  on  the  part  of  said  Brock  and 
his  associates,  since  no  legitimate  use  for  such  an  amount  of 
capital,  for  such  an  enterprize,  can  be  pretended  : 

And  ivhereas,  The  Charter  asked  for  by  said  Brock  and 
his  associates,  makes  no  provision  for  bona  fide  subscriptions 
on  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  capi- 
lal  stock  of  said  company,  in  whose  operations  they  are  deep- 
ly interested,  and  in  whose  profits,  drawn  as  they  must  be 
from  themselves,  they  are  entitled  to  share,  but  confines  all 
the  benefits  of  the  said  Charter  to  the  said  Brock  &  Co.,  and 


such,  persons  as  they   may  choose   subsequently  to   associate 
with  them  : 

And  whereas,  The  ordinance  now  proposed  to  he  confirmed 
by  the  sovereign  powers  of  the  State,  was,  and  is,  extremely 
repugnant  to  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  Baltimore,  on 
account  of  its  provisions,  the  way  in  which  it  was  obtained, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  carried  out — its  provi- 
sions exacting  a  fare  of  five  cents  in  favor  of  parties  no- 
toriously without  the  means  or  credit  necessary  to  accomplish 
the  work,  when  other  parties  of  known  wealth  and  credit 
were  willing  to  pay  into  the  city  treasury  a  bonus  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  privilege  of  performing  a  bet- 
ter service  for  a  fare  of  three  cents — the  said  ordinance  hav- 
ing been  obtained  in  a  way  universal^7  believed  to  be  the  most 
improper  and  corrupt,  and  with  the  full  knowledge  and  con- 
sent, if  not  by  the  direct  prompting  and  instigation  of  the 
said  Brock  and  his  associates;  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  carried  out,  being  in  direct  violation  of  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  ordinance  itself,  and  of  general  law:  the  ordi- 
nance requiring  books  to  be  opened  for  subscription,  on  the 
part  of  citizens,  to  the  capital  stock,  whicli  the  said  Brock  & 
Co.  not  only  refused  to  do,  but  allying  themselves  wfth  the 
most  notorious  desperadoes  and  evil  doers  to  overawe  opposi- 
tion, proceeded  to  seize  upon  our  public  highways,  and  con- 
vert them  to  uses  never  contemplated  by  the  ordinance,  and 
without  any  sufficient  legal  authority : 

And  whereas,  Even  if  it  cannot  be  shown  that  the  said 
Brock  &  Co.  were  parties,  in  advance,  to  the  fraud  and  cor- 
ruption pracrised  in  obtaining  the  ordinance  subsequently  as- 
signed to  them,  they  became  accomplices  after  the  fact,  with 
full  notice  in  the  public  press  and  otherwise,  and  proceeded 
to  act  in  virtue  of  the  said  assignment,  in  a  manner  entirely  in 
accordance  with  the  mode  in  which  said  ordinance  was  pro- 
cured— disreputably  consummating  what  was  disgracefully  be- 
gan : 

And  whereas,  If  the  said  Brock  &  Co.  have  any  rights  or 
equities  under  the  assignment  to  them  as  aforesaid,  they  have 
no  need  to  apply  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  but 
may  enforce  them  in  the  courts  of  law  ;  and  as  foreigners  and 
strangers  have  no  claim  to  have  their  rights  and  interests  con- 
sidered in  preference  to  those  of  the  entire  people  of  this  city, 
even  if  it  can  be  shown  that  they  are  in  innocent  and  igno- 
rant possession,  instead  of  corrupt  and  wilful  usurpation,  of 
the  franchise  they  are  seeking  to  have  confirmed.,  which  at  the 
most  could  only  entitle  them  to  recompense  for  what  they 
have  done  ;  luhereas,  as  corrupt  and  wilful  trespassers,  they 
may  and  should  be  adjudged  to  have  forfeited,  not  only  their 


franchise,  but  all  they  have    spent   in   attempting   to   avail 
themselves  of  it ; 

Therefore,  Resohed,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land is  hereby  earnestly  invoked  to  reject  the  application  of 
Jonathan  Brock  and  his  associates,  for  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion now  pending,  or  for  a  confirmation  of  the  ordinance 
under  which  they  claim,  in  any  other  way  whatever. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  seen  with  gratification  that  an  in- 
vestigation is  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Corporations  in 
the  House  of  Delegates,  into  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  procurement  of  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  and  we  respect- 
fully invite  enquiry  into  the  whole  conduct  of  the  said  Brock 
and  his  associates,  since  they  have  intruded  themselves  upon 
this  community,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  precise  value  of 
their  claim  upon  the  justice,  policy  or  magnanimity  of  the 
State. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Baltimore,  having  undertaken 
to  build  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  and  other  rail  roads,  at  a 
time  when  the  whole  assessed  value  of  the  property  of  this 
city  was  less  than  those  roads  have  cost,  have  no  doubt  of 
their  ability  to  construct  and  operate  street  railways  without 
Northern  aid,  and  receive  with  scorn  the  insinuation  that 
there  is  not  sufficient  enterprise  and  capital  in  this  communi- 
ty for  such  a  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Baltimore  welcome  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  capital  for  fair  and  honorable  enterprizes, 
but  reject  with  detestation,  a  scheme,  the  real  object  of  which 
is  to  rob  the  poorer  classes  of  this  city,  for  the  benefit  of 
speculators  hailing  from  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  is  here- 
by requested  to  pass  no  act  to  incorporate  a  City  Passenger 
Rail  Road,  which  shall  not  embrace  the  following  principles  : 

A  Three  Cent  fare. 

A  limitation  of  the  annual  dividend  to  fifteen  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

A  provision  requiring  the  Directors  to  be  citizens  and  pro- 
perty holders  of  Maryland 

Providing  a  sinking  fund  for  the  restoration  of  the  pro- 
perty. 

Providing  for  full  and  accurate  reports  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Company  annually. 

Defining  the  routes,  and  the  exact  amount  and  character  of 
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the  service  to  be  performed ;  the  latter  to  he  enforced,   with 
proper  penalties,  by  the  Commissioners  of  Police. 

The  appointment  of  at  least  twelve  of  the  best  and  most 
reliable  property  holders  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  open 
books,  at  an  early  day,  for  subscriptions  to  its  capital  stock. 

The  making  of  proper  provision  for  the  equitable  division 
of  the  stock  among  subscribers,  in  case  more  than  the  capital 
is  bona  fide  subscribed, 

And  a  limitation  of  the  number  of  shares  to  be  subscribed 
for  by  any  one  person. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair  to  proceed  to  Annapolis,  and  present  a  copy  of  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  to  the  Pres'dent  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  with  a  request  that  they 
be  read  in  each  House. 

ADAM  DENMEAD,  President. 

A.  C.  Jenkins,  Secretary. 


By  virtue  of  the  last  Resolution,  I  have  appointed  Joshua 
Vansant,  Wm.  H.  Brune,  and  Lawrence  Sangston,  a  Com- 
mittee to  carry  out  said  Resolution. 

ADAM  DENMEAD,  President. 


VICE  PRESIDENTS: 

John  C.  Brune,  John  C.  Bridges, 

Fred.  Fickey,  Jr.,  Israel  M.  Parr, 

Charles  Webb,  Samuel  K.  George, 

James  Hodges,  John  R.  Conway, 

John  S.  Williams,  J.  Hanson  Thomas, 

William  G-.  Harrison,  Peter  Mowell, 

William  D.  Miller,  Wm.  J.  Reiman, 

J.  Parkhurst,  Jr.,  A.Schumacher, 

Wm.  F.  Murdoch,  J.  B.  Seidenstricker, 

Thos.  E.  Hambleton,  Hugh  Bolton. 


